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ANTHRAGITE GOAL
HELD A LUKURY

Baron Thomas

Tells the Commission.

Coal

SHEARN USES THE PROBE|

Witness Denies Stock of Company Is
Watered—Conferred With
Baer.

NEW YORK,
tior. by the Interstate
mission the contracts be
coal-carrying roads and the operators of
the coal mines was resumed this morn-
ing In the Federal Building. Eben E
Thomas, president of the Lehigh Valley
Railroad, was the first witness called
today.

He was asked by Mr. Shearn If he
say how the price of coal at tidewater
was fixed prior to January,
rveply said that it was 1
through conferences between
Danies.
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the com-

Answers 0ld Question.
Mr. Shearn then ated the question
which Mr. Thomas refused to answer
Iast year fixed the price of
the Lehigh Valley mpany's coal
at tidewater.

Mr. Thomas replied
thing 1 do.”

Mr. Shearn then repeated the gquestion
which Mr. Thomas refused to answer
last year abo competition, Mr,
Thomas sald: “I certainly do not be-
lieve in reckless competition. Reckless
competition is beneficial to no one and
is harmful .y

“Then you belleve in sane and con-
competition?"”
do not believe in insane

reps

AE to who
Coal Co

““As a general

ut

to everyon
servative

“I certainly
and non-conservative competition.”

“Do you endeavor to promote competi-
tion with other coal-carrying roads?”’

“I canpnot say that I promote com-
petition.”

*“Then yvou do not favor competition?”’

“On the contrary, I do most emphat-
fcally believe in competition, either by
individuals or by corporations. It is
for the betterment of trade.”

Passaces at Arms.
There were many passages at arms be-

tween Mr. Shearn and the witness, the
counhsel endeavoring to compel Mr

Thomas to admit that the price of coal
was fixed after conference between the
several coal-carrying companies,

Mr. Thomas sald that his company
produced a better article of coal at
tidewater than the other companies, and
if the company =old at the same prices
as the others, the company would find
a readier sale than the others for their

product.
“Coal,” sald the witness, “is a com-
modity the price of which is governed

by general cenditions.

“The cost of production. the demand,
and the amount of supply?’ said Mr.
Shearn

“Then do you believe with Mr. Trues-
dale that the price should be flxed even
if the citics are depopulated?”

Ready to Answer.

Objection was made by but
Mr, Thomas sald that he would like to
answer the question, He said: “Do yom
thizk that In a country like this,

counsel,

gov-
¢rned by a free peaple, the price of any
comamodity, which is a necessity of life,
will ever be put at a nrice beyond the
reach of those people who need it?”
““That 8 just what we want to find
out, whether the
coal, a necessity,
price?”
“Why,

price of anthracite
can be put up to any
my dear sir,” Mr. Thomas re-
torted, “anthracite coal is not a ne-
cessity. It Is a Juxury, like diamonds.
The people of Pittsburg and St. Lowus
get along without anthracite. They burn
bituminous and are glad to get it.”
East Getting Coal.
Mr. Thomas said further that
ple of the East werse
coal at a fair rate,

the peo-
getiing anthracite

and that the rail-
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